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Luke 10: 33 - 35 
“But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
where he was. And when he saw him, he had 
compassion on him, and went to him and bandaged 
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him 
on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he 
took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 
said to him, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you 
spend, when I come again, I will repay you.”



“A picture” it is said, “is worth a thousand 
words.”

  And there are just so many times when this 
is shown to be true.

The picture which is believed to have had a 
profound effect, turning people in America 
against the war in Vietnam now more than 25 
years ago was of a little girl running naked from 
her village as napalm bombs were dropped on it.



“A picture is worth a thousand words.”
Clever cartoonists can catch a whole story in 

a single picture; a story that might take columns 
to write about and explain. But the one brilliant 
picture can do it all.

The Lord was supremely and uniquely good at 
“drawing pictures”.

It’s not that He was an artist as such. But He 
“drew pictures” for people, and for us, in what He 
said and the way He said it.

Immediately, for instance, you hear or think 
about His parable of the Sower straightaway a 
picture comes into your mind.



He described Himself on one occasion as the 
Good Shepherd (John 10:11). And, again, 
straightaway a picture comes into our minds. This 
description of Himself tells us to much about the 
gentle Shepherd the Lord is, even,

*knowing our name, 
*and leading us as shepherds did in Bible times, 

not driving us, 
*and protecting us day and night.
It is a picture is worth a thousand words. 



On yet another occasion the Lord said, “I am the 
vine, you are the branches”. (John 15:5). It doesn’t 
need a long explanation of what He meant, saying 
this. We instantly have a sense of our dependence on 
Him. A picture of a Vine comes into our mind. And 
that picture tells us so much about the Lord and our 
relationship with Him.



When we turn to the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, our focus in this sermon, here - also - 
is a picture that is worth a thousand words. And 
that is an under-statement! Perhaps more 
accurately this picture is worth 10,000 words. 
The thing is, it says so much. Already untold 
books have been written about it and sermons 
preached, inspired by it.

Most of us know this parable. Once you have 
heard it who can forget it? What is clear is that 
through it the Lord teaches us, even in the literal 
sense, about our responsibility towards others 
and the exercise of charity.

But at a deeper level still it brilliantly, 
impressively and unforgettably speaks volumes 
to us about the Lord’s very own advent into the 
world and work here. And the purpose of this 
sermon is to show you in what way it does this.



Remember: at the deepest level of meaning 
this parable of the Good Samaritan tells us, and 
teaches us, so many things about the Lord‘s 
Advent into the world; the Bethlehem event of 
two thousand years ago.

Over many years I have known people, 
Christians as well as people who have no 
commitment to Christianity, ask such questions 
as: 

*Why did Jesus come come into the world?
*What did He achieve while He was here?
*What was it about the state of the world all 

those centuries ago that made His Coming so 
crucially important?

And to help us hold the answers to these 
questions in our minds, here we have this rich 
and magnificently poignant parable of the Good 
Samaritan.



We need to bear in mind that whilst it is actually 
said in the parable, that the man actually (physically) 
“went down” from Jerusalem to Jericho.And  what is 
at first not realized is that this highlights the spiritual 
state of the human race  when God, in Jesus, came 
on earth.

To understand this, it is important to realize that 
the journey from Jerusalem to Jericho involved a 
steep descent, something like 1000 metres in  8 or 9 
kilometres, or 3000 feet in 6 miles.



“A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho”, the parable begins. 

And what, in the internal sense, is highlighted 
here is the falling away of the human race over the 
centuries and prior to the Lord’s Coming. There 
was spiritual descent and decline.  The man in the 
parable pictures to us the human race and its 
decline over many centuries from closeness and 
connectedness to God to what was earthly and 
external – and every much on the border of things. 
His journey from Jerusalem and Jericho represents 
this.



As he journeyed, the Lord said, “the man fell among 
thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, 
and departed, leaving him half dead.” (Verses 30)

And what we have here is a picture of the human 
race assaulted, bruised, knocked about and beaten by 
the inroads which the forces of evil from hell were 
making on everyone everywhere.

It is full of symbolism or, as we say in the New 
Church, of correspondences.

The human race was bruised and beaten. It had been 
pulled this way and that. Elbowed, pushed and roughly 
handled, as the hells sought to have their way and total 
dominion.

We can think of self-gratifying ideas and 
philosophies, for example, with which the human race 
was then being bombarded. The apostle Paul was 
challenged by people who held such ideas. (See Acts 
17:18)

And in the process, the human race was stripped of 
its clothing, that is, of the protection and warmth that 
only Divine teaching from God can give us.



As to just how far the human race had 
wandered from the true pathway to God it is known 
that polytheism was everywhere in the ancient 
world. From what Jesus said, the Jewish Church 
had become smothered in externals and an 
obsession with rituals. It was no longer touching 
the hearts of people or leading people to 
repentance and an opening of their lives to Divine 
Love and Wisdom. And, basically, all that really 
concerned people was their standing in the eyes of 
others. (See the book“The New Testament World: 
Insights from Cultural Anthropology”, by Bruce 
Malina, 2001). “Demonology. Sorcery, and exorcism 
reached its peak at the time of the incarnation.”  
(See the article “The Deep Darkness that was 
Dispersed by Christ’s life”, an article write by 
Pastor Steve Sanchez and published in “The (New 
Church) Messenger” in December 2008)



Please pause a moment and consider this 
teaching given to us in Swedenborg’s Writings:

“To redeem means to free from damnation, to 
reclaim from everlasting death, to snatch from hell, 
and to release the captives and those in bondage 
from the hands of the devil. The Lord performed this 
by conquering the hells and founding a new heaven.” 
(True Christaintiy118)

As was the man who fell among thieves beaten up 
and left at death’s door, so was the human race at 
this time we are talking about. Yes, indeed, the human 
race was at death’s door.



“Now by chance a certain priest came down that 
road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at that place 
came and looked, and passed by on the other side.” 
(Verses 31, 32).

We ask ourselves, ‘Isn’t that amazing?’ ‘How could 
these people have been so unfeeling?’

But it is all about how bankrupt the whole spiritual 
and religious system became.

This is about orthodox routines and the petty rules 
of the established religion of those times failing people.
      It is about interpretations of the Word that had 
become unhelpful, falsified, 
and  no longer able to offer 
any succour or comfort or 
healing or help to people 
whatsoever.



Jesus powerfully called out such bankruptcy. He 
said of the scribes and Pharisees, that they “shut up 
the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither 
go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are 
entering go in.” And, “you travel over land and sea to 
win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him 
twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.” (Matthew 
23: verses 13 & 15). Not genuinely interested in the 
spiritual care and welfare of ordinary people, most 
were only interested in prestige and “the salutations 
of the people.” (Mark 12:38)

This is what is meant by the priest and Levite who 
passed by on the other side. We know from what 
Jesus said that the leaders of the Jews, the Pharisees 
had no real interest or compassion for people, only in 
prestige and “the salutations of people in the market 
place.” (Mark 12:38)



But then we come to the Good Samaritan.
“But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 

where he was. And when he saw him he had 
compassion on him, and went to him and bandaged 
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.” (Verse 34)

Now, friends, look at what we are being taught 
here.

Firstly, “he came where he was.”
The Almighty God of the universe broke through 

to where people were at the time. Even though the 
human race had come to be lost in the spiritual 
darkness of those times; even though people 
everywhere had become very external and natural 
minded, pursuing their own interests and 
gratifications, and even worshiping demons, He came 
to where they were. “Jehovah God came down and 
took upon Himself human form, in order to redeem 
and save mankind”, we are taught. (True Christian 
Religion, paragraph 82).



Secondly, “He poured on oil and wine”.
Jehovah descended - or, broke through -  into the 

human situation; into the level of our existence and 
experience here in this world; and brought His Love 
and Wisdom to bear, to bind up our wounds and to 
heal the human race of its broken-ness.
     Just think of the way Jesus brought the Word of 
God back to life and gave it a new meaning. He swept 
aside the old interpretations which had falsified it. He 
talked about God so differently than He had been 
talked about previously. 
He made religion 
relevant again. 



Thirdly, “he set him on his own animal”.
      And what this does, it beautifully speaks of the 
Lord lifting up the thinking and understanding of 
people to a new level. There are excellent examples of 
this in what is called “The Sermon on the Mount”, 
Mathew Chapters 6-7). Four times in Chapter 5 Jesus 
is recorded as saying, “You have heard that it was 
said to those of old……But I say to you….” (verses 
21,27,33,38). It was all so different, so uplifting, 
compared to what had been 
taught in the past. People could 
see the reasonableness of what 
Jesus taught. And it is this 
reasonableness which, in the 
spiritual sense, is meant by the 
animal (donkey) onto which the
Good Samaritan loaded the 
beaten up traveller.



Fourthly, “he brought him to an inn, and took care 
of him.”

This is a new and different inn. Not an old inn 
where years previous there had been no room!
     The Lord established a new Church to nurture, 
heal and care for people. The inn to which the Good 
Samaritan took the wounded man is the Christian 
Church which He established to look after the 
spiritual welfare of the human race. It was through the 
newly-established Christian Church that the Lord 
provided for 
mankind’s ongoing 
care…until He 
could and would 
come again.



Now, friends, what happened to the human race as 
a whole happens to each one of us.

The truth is that every one of us has our times of 
spiritual decline when we journey from Jerusalem to 
Jericho. Jerusalem is our high point. It is our times of 
strong connection with the Lord. Jerusalem is where 
the Temple was situated. Jerusalem is when we are 
worshiping the Lord in our thoughts and with our 
desires and in the life we live each day. But we 
journey from Jerusalem to Jericho. We fall away. We 
go from a place ‘on high’ to something much lower 
when we are engrossed with ourselves and getting on 
in the world.  And it is during these times we are 
pounced upon by evil spirits, succumb to sin, and are 
are left close to spiritual death.

Reassuringly and mercifully, the Lord comes to 
us, where we are. Yes, exactly where we are. Even if 
we make our bed in hell, as is said in Psalm 139 , 
“behold (LORD), You are there.”(verse 8) 



However, ashamed, however much the guilt we 
feel, however discouraged we are, however low our 
self-esteem, however great the darkness which we 
feel has descended on us, however deep our grief 
when a loved one has passed, the Lord is right there 
with us. Even with a prisoner who has committed 
some great wickedness, the Lord comes to that 
person exactly where, in spirit, he or she is.

Even though we are in such a sorrowful way, 
spiritually, He does not pass us by.

And when He comes He pours on oil and wine. He 
comes with His love and Divine guidance for us. 

He also lifts us up to a new understanding, all the 
time providing for our spiritual care and healing.

And He looks ahead to a time of re-connecting 
with us. At the time we are assaulted and robbed we 
do not really recognize who He is. But He will come 
again and then we shall know and love Him as never 
before.



“But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came where he was. And when he saw him, he 
had compassion on him, and went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; 
and he set him on his own animal, brought him to 
an inn, and took care of him.”

Amen



Genesis  37:13-17
Luke 10: 25-37

Reading:



True Christian Religion 579
“The Lord had two chief ends in view in coming 

into the world, to remove hell from angels and the 
human race on earth, and to glorify His Human. For 
before the Lord’s Coming hell had grown so high as 
to molest the angels of heaven and, by standing 
between heaven and the world, to cut off 
communication with people on earth. As a result no 
Divine truth and good could get through from the 
Lord to people here. Consequently complete 
damnation threatened the whole human race, nor 
could the angels of heaven either have long survived 
unharmed.

So the Lord came into the world to move hell 
further off and so remove the threat of damnation. He 
moved hell to a distance and brought it under control, 
thus opening the way to heaven, so that thereafter He 
could be present with people on earth, and save 
those who live in accordance with His 
commandments.”



 THE END


